
 
 

LKS Current Awareness Bulletin 

 

Bereavement October 2019 
A current awareness update service from Library and Knowledge Services. If you know anyone 

who could benefit from receiving this please ask them to sign up by emailing 

abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk or library.blackburn@elht.nhs.uk 

 

 

 
 

 
I hope this bulletin is useful. We are keen to promote our services at your team 
meetings/huddles. If you feel that this would be useful, then please contact me to 
arrange a brief induction to how we can support you in education and training, 
researching for information, literature support, critical appraisal skills, free article 
requests, social media training (learn to Tweet!) and much much more.  
 
Kind regards  
 

Abbas  
 
Abbas Bismillah  
 
Head of Library and Knowledge Services  
Email abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk   
01254 784308 (Ext: 84308) 
Mobile 0778 996 0868 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hospice and palliative care funding allocations: 2019 to 2020 
Information is available on the amount of funding received by clinical commissioning groups 
(CCGs) for hospice and palliative care services in the 2019 to 2020 financial year. 
Source: Department of Health and Social Care 
 
End of life care for adults: service delivery 
NICE guideline [NG142] has been issued - it covers organising and delivering end of life care 
services, which provide care and support in the final weeks and months of life (or for some 
conditions, years), and the planning and preparation for this. It aims to ensure that people have 
access to the care that they want and need in all care settings. It also includes advice on services 
for carers. 
Source: NICE 
 
Palliative and end of life care profiles: October 2019 data update 
Profiles are available which provide an overview of palliative and end of life care in England at 
various geographies. 
Source: Public Health England 
 
Care at the End of Life 
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The document Care at the End of Life: A guide to best practice, discussion and decision-
making in and around critical care provides recommendations for effective decision-
making and resources for clinical teams and the general public around end of life care. It 
hopes to encourage open, clear, honest discussions with patients and families enabling 
improved advance care. 
Source: The Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine 
 

For references where there is a link to the full text 
please use your NHS Athens username & password to 
access  
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/  

 
British Journal of MidwiferyVol. 27, No. 10Clinical PracticeFull Access 
Sociological and psychological effects of stillbirth: theory, research, and midwifery 
Poppy Salenius 

Abstract 
Stillbirth rates in the UK remain among the highest in Europe despite national efforts to 
reduce the number of avoidable deaths. The grief experienced by parents following 
stillbirth is both devastating and complex, and receiving compassionate and effective 
midwifery care at this vulnerable time is essential. This article uses psychological and 
sociological theories and perspectives to examine grief following stillbirth, and look at how 
these findings relate to midwifery practice. 
Published Online:4 Oct 2019https://doi.org/10.12968/bjom.2019.27.10.616 
 
Dying in acute hospitals: voices of bereaved relatives. 
Author(s): Ó Coimín, Diarmuid; Prizeman, Geraldine; Korn, Bettina; Donnelly, Sarah; 
Hynes, Geralyn 
Source: BMC Palliative Care; Oct 2019; vol. 18 (no. 1) 
Publication Date: Oct 2019 
Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 
Available  at BMC Palliative Care -  from BioMed Central  
Available  at BMC Palliative Care -  from Europe PubMed Central - Open Access  
Available  at BMC Palliative Care -  from ProQuest (Health Research Premium) - NHS 
Version  
Available  at BMC Palliative Care -  from Unpaywall  
Abstract:Background: Internationally there is an increasing concern about the quality of 
end-of-life care (EoLC) provided in acute hospitals. More people are cared for at end of life 
and die in acute hospitals than in any other healthcare setting. This paper reports the 
views of bereaved relatives on the experience of care they and the person that died 
received during their last admission in two university adult acute tertiary hospitals. 
Methods: Relatives of patients who died were invited to participate in a post-bereavement 
postal survey. An adapted version of VOICES (Views of Informal Carers - Evaluation of 
Services) questionnaire was used. VOICES MaJam has 36 closed questions and four 
open-ended questions. Data were gathered in three waves and analysed using SPSS and 
NVivo. 356 respondents completed the survey (46% response rate). Results: The majority 
of respondents (87%: n = 303) rated the quality of care as outstanding, excellent or good 
during the last admission to hospital. The quality of care by nurses, doctors and other staff 
was highly rated. Overall, care needs were well met; however, findings identified areas of 
care which could be improved, including communication and the provision of emotional 
and spiritual support. In addition, relatives strongly endorsed the provision of EoLC in 
single occupancy rooms, the availability of family rooms on acute hospital wards and the 
provision of bereavement support. Conclusions: This research provides a powerful 
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snapshot in time into what works well and what could be improved in EoLC in acute 
hospitals. Findings are reported under several themes, including the overall quality of 
care, meeting care needs, communication, the hospital environment and support for 
relatives. Results indicate that improvements can be made that build on existing good 
practice that will enhance the experience of care for dying persons and their relatives. The 
study adds insights in relation to relative's priorities for EoLC in acute hospitals and can 
advance care providers', policy makers' and educationalists' priorities for service 
improvement. 
Database: CINAHL 
 
Partner Bereavement and Detection of Dementia: A UK-Based Cohort Study Using 
Routine Health Data. 
Author(s): Forbes, Harriet J.; Wong, Angel Y.S.; Morton, Caroline; Bhaskaran, Krishnan; 
Smeeth, Liam; Richards, Marcus; Schmidt, Sigrun A.J.; Langan, Sinéad M.; Warren-Gash, 
Charlotte 
Source: Journal of Alzheimer's Disease; Oct 2019; vol. 72 (no. 2); p. 653-662 
Publication Date: Oct 2019 
Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 
Available  at Journal of Alzheimer's Disease -  from Unpaywall  
Database: CINAHL 
 
Correlates of perceived death competence: What role does meaning-in-life and 
quality-of-life play? 
Author(s): Miller-Lewis, Lauren; Tieman, Jennifer; Rawlings, Deb; Sanderson, Christine; 
Parker, Deborah 
Source: Palliative & Supportive Care; Oct 2019; vol. 17 (no. 5); p. 550-560 
Publication Date: Oct 2019 
Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 
PubMedID: 30665475 
Available  at Palliative & Supportive Care -  from Unpaywall  
Abstract: Objective: Understanding factors that are associated with more adaptive death 
attitudes and competencies can inspire future health-promoting palliative care strategies 
and inform approaches to training and development for health professionals. The potential 
importance of meaning, purpose, quality, and values in life for promoting adaptive death 
attitudes has been highlighted, but there is limited research in this area, particularly in 
relation to death competence. The purpose of this cross-sectional study was to develop an 
understanding of demographic and life-related factors associated with perceived death 
competence, such as meaning in life and quality of life.Method: During the course 
enrollment period of a Massive-Online-Open-Course about death and dying, 277 
participants completed questionnaires on death competence, meaning in life, quality of 
life, and sociodemographic background.Result: Findings indicated that greater presence of 
meaning in life, quality of life, age, death experience, and carer experience were each 
statistically significant unique predictors of death competence scores. Life-related 
variables were more strongly associated with death competence than demographic 
variables. Bereavement experience and experience caring for the dying was associated 
with greater death competence, but there were no differences on death competence 
between health professionals and the general community. Above all other factors, the 
presence of meaning in life was the strongest predictor of higher perceived competence in 
coping with death.Significance Of Results: The findings demonstrate important 
interconnections between our attitudes about life and death. Knowledge of factors 
associated with poorer death competence may help identify those at risk of greater 
distress when facing death, and might prove useful additions to bereavement risk 
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assessments. Understanding factors associated with greater death competence in health 
professionals and volunteers may help predict or prevent burnout and compassion fatigue, 
and help identify who would benefit from additional training and support. Future 
longitudinal studies including both health professionals and the general community are 
needed to determine the effect adaptive attitudes toward meaning in life can potentially 
have on bolstering subsequent adaptive coping and competence regarding death and 
dying. 
Database: CINAHL 
 
Addressing cancer patient and caregiver role transitions during home hospice 
nursing care. 
Author(s): Hudson, Janella; Reblin, Maija; Clayton, Margaret F.; Ellington, Lee 
Source: Palliative & Supportive Care; Oct 2019; vol. 17 (no. 5); p. 523-530 
Publication Date: Oct 2019 
Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 
PubMedID: 29761752 
Abstract: Objective: Many family caregivers and hospice patients experience role 
changes resulting from advancing illness and the need for increased caregiver 
responsibility. Successful navigation of conflicts that arise because of these role 
transitions has been linked to higher quality of patient care and improved caregiver 
bereavement adjustment. Nursing communication with patients and their caregivers plays 
an important role in facilitating these transitions. Our objective is to describe patient-
caregiver-nurse communication during transitions at end of life.Method: A secondary, 
qualitative analysis was conducted on transcripts. Using an iterative process of constant 
comparison, coders inductively categorized nurse, caregiver, and patient communication 
behavior into overarching themes. Participants were home hospice nurses and cancer 
patient/spouse caregiver dyads; participants were >45 years of age, English speaking, and 
cognitively able to participate. Research took place in the home during nurse visits.Result: 
Nineteen unique home hospice visits were analyzed. Patient-caregiver conflict occurred in 
two major content themes (1) negotiating transitions in patient independence and (2) 
navigating caregiver/patient emotions (e.g., frustration, sadness). Nurse responses to 
transition conflict included problem-solving, mediating, or facilitating discussions about 
conflicts. Nurse responses to emotional conflict included validation and 
reassurance.Significance Of Results: Our findings provide insight into the topics and 
processes involved in patient and caregiver transitions in home hospice and the role 
hospice nursing communication plays in mediating potential conflict. Nurses are often 
asked to take on the role of mediator, often with little conflict resolution communication 
education; results can be used for nursing education. 
Database: CINAHL 
Request this article from the library 
 
 

BMJ Learning FREE learning modules for ALL staff and students at ELHT We can 
show you how you too can access these resources and more.  

Have you heard of BMJ Learning?  Do 
you know how to register?  Do you 
need help finding courses? 
Free training sessions on BMJ 
Learning to all staff and students at 
East Lancashire Hospitals.  
We will show you how to register and 
find eLearning courses relevant to 
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you.  These courses can be counted towards your CPD and you will receive a certificate of 
completion. 
 
 
 
 

How to Book  Please contact abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk  Head of Library and 

Knowledge Services (Ext. 84308) to arrange a time or email library.blackburn@elht.nhs.uk   

We will be provide tea, coffee and biscuits too  

 

 
Come and join our Reflective 
Reading Club which will provide 
attendees with 3 hours of valuable 
CPD! It will give healthcare staff the 
opportunity to read, discuss and to 
critically reflect upon a published 
paper using a set of guided 
questions. Participants are required 
to read a pre-set paper prior to 
attending the session.  

https://twitter.com/beckystanworth1/status/1178709749409419264?s=20 
 

Contact us at library.blackburn@elht.nhs.uk 
01254 734312 or Ext. 84312 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know… that we have staff who can help support you in finding the evidence for General Interest 

and Personal Development, Writing for Publication and Presentation, Research or Assignment, 
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Education and Training, Evidence Based Practice for Patient Care, Service Management, Up-to-date 

Protocols and Guidelines. If you require a literature search, then please do ask us. We can save you 

the time. Please share with your colleagues. 

 

Disclaimer: The Library cannot guarantee the correctness or completeness of the information in this bulletin. The 

information is subject to change and we cannot guarantee it will remain up-to-date. It is your responsibility to 

check the accuracy and validity of the information.  

Library and Knowledge Services Team 
Abbas Bismillah 

Head of Library and Knowledge Services  
abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk 

Tel: 01254 734308 or Ext. 84308 
Mobile: 0778 996 0868  

 
Clare Morton 

Library Operational Services Manager  
clare.morton@elht.nhs.uk 

01254 734066 or Ext. 84066  
 

Patrick Glaister 
Clinical Librarian 

patrick.glaister@elht.nhs.uk 
01254 734312 

 
Judith Aquino 

E-Resources Librarian  
judith.aquino@elht.nhs.uk 

01254 732813 or Ext 82813 
01282 804073 or Ext. 14073 

  
Sarah Glover 
Lauren Kay 

Charlotte Holden 
Library Services Officers 

library.blackburn@elht.nhs.uk 

01254 734312 or Ext 84312 
library.burnley@elht.nhs.uk 

01282 803114 or Ext. 13114 

 

This is a good library service. In 2018/19 our Library was accredited as 92% 

compliant in the Library Quality Assurance Framework (LQAF) 
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Please visit our website for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Performance Indicators – In Q2, we have increased delivery on many of our training 

programmes. This includes literature searches and our social media training. To ensure 

that these programmes are of benefit to 

the learner, we have implemented a 

range of tools to measure the quality and 

the impact of what we do. For example, 

our learners tell us that our library 

induction is the best induction that 

they have ever had at any Trust 

(FY2s).  In addition to this, our social 

media training questionnaire has 

received very favourable comments, 

including “the training received has 

been brilliant and I can’t wait to use this to promote all the things that we do”. 

 

Education @ELHT is produced every two months and it highlights all the wonderful 

work that the department does.  Our Library Guide highlights all the services that 

we offer.  Click on the Bulletin or Guide and find out more about how we can 

support you, whether you are staff, student, or volunteers.  

 

Please click on the guide below for news about the Education Directorate and a 

guide to library services.  



 
 

  

Thank you to all our customers 
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