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In the News 

New sepsis monitors in hospitals 'will save lives' 
New monitors that detect warning signs of the deadly condition are being fitted at the Royal Hospital for 
Children in Glasgow. 
BBC News - 04 Feb 2020 
 
'Alarming' one in five deaths due to sepsis 
BBC News  - 06 Jan 2020 
 
Sepsis deaths around world 'twice as high as previously thought' 
There were 11 million deaths in 2017 – more than from cancer – with children in poorer countries most at 
risk, study finds 
The Guardian – 16 Jan 2020 
 
Media reports of sepsis deaths 'make parents pressure GPs for antibiotics' 
Pulse - 23 January 2020 

SIGN UP TO 

OTHER BULLETINS 

I hope this bulletin is useful. We are keen to promote our services at your team 
meetings/huddles. If you feel that this would be useful, then please contact me 
to arrange a brief induction to how we can support you in education and 
training, researching for information, literature support, critical appraisal skills, 
free article requests, social media training (learn to Tweet!) and much much 
more. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Abbas Bismillah  
Head of Library and Knowledge Services  
Email abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk   
01254 784308 (Ext: 84308) 
Mobile: 0778 996 0868  
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For references where there is a link to the full text, you may need to 
use your NHS Athens username & password to access  
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/  
 

Exploring the Pathways Revealed by International Sepsis Benchmarking. 

Author(s): Walkey, Allan J. 

Source: Critical Care Medicine; Jan 2019; vol. 47 (no. 1); p. 135-137 

Publication Date: Jan 2019 

Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 

PubMedID: NLM30557248 

Available  at Critical care medicine -  from Unpaywall  

Abstract:The article focuses on the importance of benchmarking in the medical care industry inorder to 
promote innovation and development in healthcare. It talks about World Health Organization trying to 
improve the care provided to patients with sepsis and to provide awareness regarding the diagnosis, 
prevention and management of the disease. 

Database: CINAHL 

________________________________________________________________ 

Maternal sepsis update: current management and controversies. 

Author(s): Greer, Orene; Shah, Nishel Mohan; Johnson, Mark R 

Source: Obstetrician & Gynaecologist; Jan 2020; vol. 22 (no. 1); p. 45-55 

Publication Date: Jan 2020 

Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 

Available  at The Obstetrician & Gynaecologist -  from Wiley Online Library Medicine and Nursing Collection 
2019 - NHS  

Abstract: Key content: Sepsis is a leading cause of maternal morbidity and mortality, globally and in the UK. 
In pregnancy and the puerperium, women may be more susceptible to rapid deterioration of illness 
following an infection. Sepsis has a complex pathophysiology and the immunological and cardiovascular 
adaptations of normal pregnancy may have an adverse impact on the maternal response to infection. 
Furthermore, physiological changes of pregnancy, which mimic those of sepsis, often delay recognition and 
optimal management. ‘Bedside' identification of pathogens and their antibiotic resistance patterns may 
help to improve clinical outcomes. Recent updates in sepsis management, areas of controversy and the 
importance of translational research and clinical trials for pregnancy and the puerperium are discussed. 
Learning objectives: To highlight the difficulties of diagnosing sepsis in pregnancy. To highlight recent 
updates, new definitions and controversies of current sepsis management. To highlight the potential for 
research to develop novel biomarkers and therapeutic agents specific to the pregnant woman. Ethical 
issues: Sepsis research involving new technologies differentially benefits high-income countries compared 
with low-/middle-income countries despite the greatest burden of maternal sepsis being in the latter. With 
the current rapid evolution of omic technology platforms, greater affordability will provide greater 
accessibility. 

Database: CINAHL 

________________________________________________________________ 

Sepsis and central line-associated neonatal infection: a care bundle QI project. 

Author(s): Craig, Rowena; Pirie, Simon; Grant, Michellee 

Source: Infant; Jan 2020; vol. 16 (no. 1); p. 30-33 

https://openathens.nice.org.uk/Auth/Login?ReturnUrl=/Hub
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6301082
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/nhs?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2Ffull%2F10.1111%2Ftog.12623


 
 
Publication Date: Jan 2020 

Publication Type(s): Academic Journal 

Abstract: Neonatal late-onset sepsis (LOS) is a significant cause of mortality and morbidity within neonatal 
units. These infections are often associated with the insertion and use of central lines. Data from 2017 
identified the local neonatal unit at Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust as an outlier with 
above average rates of LOS. A quality improvement (QI) project was therefore created with the aim of 
reducing rates of central line-associated sepsis. 

Database: CINAHL 

Request this article from the library 

__________________________________________________________ 

Improving community recognition of sepsis using early warning scores. 

Author(s): Pope, Daniel Thomas 

Source: Nursing Times; Jan 2020; vol. 116 (no. 1); p. 20-22 

Publication Date: Jan 2020 

Publication Type(s): Periodical 

Abstract: Around 70% of sepsis cases originate in the community and, although the National Early Warning 
Score is mandatory in secondary care, its use has not been extended to primary and community care. 
Community NEWS scoring was introduced in an acute clinical team to improve patient outcomes and 
reduce patient mortality through better detection and treatment of sepsis. Staff confidence in recognising 
acute deterioration and sepsis increased from 77% to 92%, and community NEWS is now being rolled out 
to all community services in Wales. 

Database: CINAHL 

Request this article from the library 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Sepsis recognition algorithms add to the toxic NHS working environment 

Author(s): Martin, Susan 

Source: BMJ : British Medical Journal (Online); Jan 2020; vol. 368 

Publication Date: Jan 2020 

Publication Type(s): Letter to the Editor 

Available at BMJ (Clinical research ed.) -  From BMJ Publishing Group  

Database: BNI 

________________________________________________________________ 

Sepsis induced cardiomyopathy: Pathophysiology and use of mechanical circulatory support for 
refractory shock 

Author(s): Nabzdyk, Christoph S; Couture, Etienne J; Shelton, Kenneth; Gaston Cudemus; Bittner, Edward A 

Source: Journal of Critical Care; Dec 2019; vol. 54 ; p. 228 

Abstract:Sepsis remains a major cause of morbidity and mortality, and sepsis-induced cardiomyopathy 
(SCM) has been recognized as a relevant complication. In this article, the pathophysiology of SCM and the 
literature regarding the clinical care with a focus on the use of mechanical circulatory support for the 
rescue of patients with severe SCM are reviewed. Lastly, a pragmatic approach to the care of this complex 
patient population is provided using a representative case example. 

Database: BNI 

Request this article from the library 

http://www.ehub.elht.nhs.uk/request-an-article.html
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Comparison of the sepsis-2 and sepsis-3 definitions in severely injured trauma patients 

Author(s): Eriksson, Jesper; Eriksson, Mikael; Brattström, Brattstrom Olof; Hellgren, Elisabeth; Friman, Ola; 
Gidlof Andreas Gidlöf; Larsson, Emma; Oldner, Anders 

Source: Journal of Critical Care; Dec 2019; vol. 54 ; p. 125 

Publication Date: Dec 2019 

Abstract: Purpose To evaluate the performance of the new SOFA-based sepsis definition in trauma 
patients. Materials and methods. A single-centre, retrospective, observational study. Primary outcome was 
30-day mortality including a censoring analysis for early deaths. The primary outcome was evaluated with 
logistic regression, receiver operating characteristics (ROC) curves and Kaplan-Meier survival 
analyses.Results722 severely injured patients were included between 2007 and 2016. 315 patients fulfilled 
the sepsis-2 criteria and 148 fulfilled the sepsis-3 criteria during the first ten days in the ICU. The odds 
ratios for 30-day mortality were 0.7 (CI 0.4–1.2) for sepsis-2 and 1.5 (CI 0.8–2.6) for sepsis-3. When 
censoring patients dying at day 1, sepsis-3 became associated with 30-day mortality whereas sepsis-2 did 
not. This finding was persistent and enhanced through continuing day-by-day censoring of early deaths. 
The same pattern was seen for the ROC curves analyses, censoring of early deaths resulted in significant 
discriminatory properties for sepsis-3 but not for sepsis-2.ConclusionsThe sepsis-3 definition identifies 
much fewer patients and is more strongly associated with adverse outcomes than the sepsis-2 definition. 
The sepsis-3 definition seems to be useful in the post trauma setting. 

Database: BNI 

Request this article from the library 

________________________________________________________________ 

A quantitative systematic review of the association between nurse skill mix and nursing-sensitive patient 
outcomes in the acute care setting 

Author(s): Twigg, Diane E; Kutzer, Yvonne; Jacob, Elisabeth; Seaman, Karla 

Source: Journal of Advanced Nursing; Dec 2019; vol. 75 (no. 12); p. 3404 

Publication Date: Dec 2019 

Publication Type(s): Evidence Based Healthcare Journal Article 

Available  at Journal of Advanced Nursing -  from Wiley Online Library Medicine and Nursing Collection 
2019 - NHS  

Abstract: Aims To examine the association between nurse skill mix (the proportion of total hours provided 
by Registered Nurses) and patient outcomes in acute care hospitals. Design A quantitative systematic 
review included studies published in English between January 2000 – September 2018.Data sources 
Cochrane Library, CINAHL Plus with Full Text, MEDLINE, Scopus, Web of Science and Joanna Briggs Institute 
were searched. Observational and experimental study designs were included. Mix-methods designs were 
included if the quantitative component met the criteria. Review methods The Systematic Review guidelines 
of the Joanna Briggs Institute and its critical appraisal instrument were used. An inverse association was 
determined when seventy-five percent or more of studies with significant results found this association. 
Results Sixty-three articles were included. Twelve patient outcomes were inversely associated with nursing 
skill mix (i.e., higher nursing skill mix was significantly associated with improved patient outcomes). These 
were length of stay; ulcer, gastritis and upper gastrointestinal bleeds; acute myocardial infarction; restraint 
use; failure-to-rescue; pneumonia; sepsis; urinary tract infection; mortality/30-day mortality; pressure 
injury; infections and shock/cardiac arrest/heart failure. Conclusion Nursing skill mix affected 12 patient 
outcomes. However, further investigation using experimental or longitudinal study designs are required to 
establish causal relationships. Consensus on the definition of skill mix is required to enable more robust 
evaluation of the impact of changes in skill mix on patient outcomes. Impact Skill mix is perhaps more 
important than the number of nurses in reducing adverse patient outcomes such as mortality and failure to 
rescue, albeit the optimal staffing profile remains elusive in workforce planning.           

_________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.ehub.elht.nhs.uk/request-an-article.html
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Early-onset neonatal sepsis caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae serogroup 8 

Author(s): Nandaja Narayanan, Rebecca L Williams, Paul C Turner, Siba P Paul 

Source: British Journal of Hospital Medicine 2020; Vol. 81, No. 1 

Published Online: 28 Jan 2020 https://doi.org/10.12968/hmed.2019.0256  

Publication Date: Dec 2019 

Abstract: The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (2012) guidelines define early-onset 

neonatal sepsis as infection occurring within 72 hours of birth. In the UK, the incidence of early-onset 

neonatal sepsis is 0.7/1000 live births and it accounts for 5.6 neonatal admissions per 1000 live births 

(Cailes et al, 2018). Group B streptococcus (43%) and Escherichia coli (18%) are the most commonly 

isolated organisms (Cailes et al, 2018). Streptococcus pneumoniae is an uncommon cause of early-onset 

neonatal sepsis, accounting for 2 out of 124 (1.6%) cases (Vergnano et al, 2011). This article describes a 

case of early-onset neonatal sepsis caused by S. pneumoniae that most likely occurred via vertical 

transmission from the mother. 

 

 

 

 

Corticosteroids for treating sepsis in children and adults 

Djillali Annane, Eric Bellissant, Pierre Edouard Bollaert, Josef Briegel, Didier Keh, Yizhak Kupfer, 

Romain Pirracchio, Bram Rochwerg 

6 December 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know… that we have staff who can help support you in finding the evidence for General Interest 

and Personal Development, Writing for Publication and Presentation, Research or Assignment, 

Education and Training, Evidence Based Practice for Patient Care, Service Management, Up-to-date 

Protocols and Guidelines. If you require a literature search, then please do ask us. We can save you 

the time. Please share with your colleagues. 

 

https://doi.org/10.12968/hmed.2019.0256
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD002243.pub4/full?highlightAbstract=sepsi%7Cwithdrawn%7Csepsis


 
 

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR SEPSIS 

       https://www.dynamed.com  

DynaMed gets you to your clinical answer faster than ever before. 

Questions arising during patient care need fast answers. In 

DynaMed, the right information is quickly surfaced. Actionable 

recommendations, key takeaways, and synopses provide the 

quick answer with the ability to dig deeper as needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
               

Books on Sepsis - available for loan from the library 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search our full library catalogue here 
 

 

BMJ Best Practice 
BMJ Best Practice is a clinical decision support tool, uniquely structured around the patient 

consultation, with advice on symptom evaluation, tests to order and treatment approach. 

Earn CME credits while searching for answers to your clinical questions 

Sepsis on BMJ Best Practice 

 

Oxford Medicine Online 
Oxford Medicine Online is an essential, one-stop resources providing quick access to 

authoritative information. It is a must-have for medical students, junior doctors, nurses, 

midwives, senior doctors and consultants – anyone needing authoritative information 

quickly. 

Sepsis on Oxford Medicine Online 
 

 

 
Sepsis Knowledge Centre 
A dedicated page on our library website for your specialty.  

 

https://www.dynamed.com/
http://www.eastlancshealth.nhslibraries.com/Scripts/Hapi.dll/search2?searchterm=sepsis&Fields=%40&Media=%23&Bool=AND
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Reflective Reading Clubs at ELHT 

What is a Reflective Reading Club? 

A Reflective Reading Club is a regular gathering of interested people to discuss a particular topic.  This will 

include staff, students, and volunteers; in fact anyone at East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust can attend. It 

is a really good way of meeting new people, sharing thoughts and opinions.  

 

This is how the Reflective Reading Club works: 

Individual Learning – 1.5 hours CPD 

1. You let us know you are interested. 

2. We send you a short journal article and a small checklist of points to consider when reading it. Make notes 

as you read the paper in your own time and this earns you one and a half hours CPD time! 

 

Participatory Learning – 1.5 hours CPD 

3. We meet for the club and discuss the article in a small group, reflecting on points whilst working our way 

through the checklist. Any notes that you make on the checklist can be submitted into your portfolio as 

evidence of reflective activities – this earns you another one and a half hours CPD time! 

4. YOU GET A CERTIFICATE of participation and attendance! 

 

If you would like to learn how to facilitate or are interested in facilitating a Reflective Reading Club please 

contact: 

Abbas Bismillah 

Head of Library and Knowledge Services 

Email abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk  

01254 784308 (Ext: 84308) 

Find out about our upcoming Reflective Reading Clubs 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
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To celebrate the achievements of nurses and midwives the world over,  

ELHT are going to be offering a range of celebrations and activities. 

To start us off, we are looking for a short biography of YOU  
A picture of who you are and your journey into your role and what it means to you. 

Let’s show the world how wonderful you are in providing the best care for all our communities. 

If you are a Nurse or Midwife, please would you consider completing a brief bio of you (ELHT 

Role Model) or alternatively follow this example and complete an NHS England People Story.  

 

  

 

 

 

With your permission, your journey will be promoted on our websites, via social media, in our 

literature.   

Completed profiles should be sent to Communications communications@elht.nhs.uk  or to Abbas 

Bismillah, Head of Library and Knowledge Services email abbas.bismillah@elht.nhs.uk  

Please send your completed form and photo by email, marked ‘YNM2020 People Story’ 

(Alternatively you can complete a form in the Trust libraries and have your photograph taken) 

 

 

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/year-of-the-nurse-and-midwife-2020/people-stories/
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Library and Knowledge Services Team 

 

Abbas Bismillah  Head of Library and Knowledge Services 
 
Clare Morton  Library Operational Services Manager 
 
Patrick Glaister  Clinical Librarian 
 
Judith Aquino  E-Resources Librarian 
 
Sarah Glover  Library Services Officer 
 
Charlotte Holden  Library Services Officer 
 
Lauren Kay   Library Services Officer 
 

 

Please visit our website for more information or take a look at our 

Library Guide for highlights all the services that we offer. 

www.ehub.elht.nhs.uk 

 

 

Learning Centre Library                    Mackenzie Library 

Royal Blackburn Teaching Hospital         Burnley General Teaching Hospital 

Ext: 84312 or 01254 734312   Ext. 13114 or 01282 803114 

library.blackburn@elht.nhs.uk   library.burnley@elht.nhs.uk  

 

Disclaimer: The Library cannot guarantee the correctness or completeness of the information in this bulletin. The 

information is subject to change and we cannot guarantee it will remain up-to-date. It is your responsibility to 

check the accuracy and validity of the information. 

http://www.ehub.elht.nhs.uk/
mailto:library.blackburn@elht.nhs.uk
mailto:library.burnley@elht.nhs.uk
http://online.fliphtml5.com/gmot/ribw/

